
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
Welcome to another year of Probus.  The foundation 

on which Probus is built is Fellowship, Friendship and 

Fun and the participants of our many and varied 

interest groups can attest to that and, hopefully, we can 

see more of our members becoming involved.  

 

Pat Cranfield and Janice McCurrie have retired from 

the Committee and I do want to thank them for their 

contribution; also to welcome Margaret Rubesa and 

the other members of the Committee on their return. 

 

Thank you also to our hospitality ladies, Margaret 

Smith, Carol Warner and Judy Williams, who looked 

after us so well and are now handing over to Ros 

Williams, Lorraine Ball and Carolyn Cahill – we do 

appreciate you volunteering ladies. 

 

I am proud to have the opportunity to lead our Club for 

the next twelve months and, with the help and 

guidance of your Committee, I feel sure we will have 

another successful year. 

 

Dorothy  

 

 

NO GUEST SPEAKER for March Meeting as it 

was the Annual General Meeting. 

 

GUEST SPEAKER for April Meeting is Sister 

Kristen Guy from Arise Therapies at Mater Dei, 

Camden.  She will speak on her career as a Nun of the 

Good Samaritan Sisters and her work establishing 

Arise Therapies. 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  4658 0466 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O‟Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

  

  INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email fogartyb@bigpond.com 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

Lorraine Ball, Alan Davies, John Ellis,  

Gloria Phillips. 
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WELFARE – Sheila McAtamney 

 
Marea Battye:   I spoke to Marea this week and she 

was just going to have her chemo that day.  She says 

she is as well as can be expected, but is very positive.  

I gave her our good wishes. 

Patsy Robinson:  Patsy is now home and says her 

recovery is going well.  She has physio once a week at 

the moment and she is seeing her doctor this week.  I 

sent her our good wishes and hope to see her soon.  

She informed me she will be dancing at our Birthday 

Party this year! 

Peggy Sullivan:   I visited Peggy in Campbelltown 

Private Hospital this week and gave her a card from all 

of us.  She is quite well and the operation went 

according to plan.  Unfortunately, she had an infection 

afterwards, but this is now healing well.  This delayed 

physio but, hopefully, will start soon. 

Lynne Turner:  Lynne is at her daughter‟s place now 

and has not started radio therapy as yet.  She is not 

well enough at the moment.  She will not be home at 

least until May. 

 

 

PROBUS HOLIDAY – Along the Bucket’s 

Way – 13-17 March 2011 

 
Day 1- Marian Pritchett 
 

To-day 38 of us plus Peter are heading off for our trip 

“Along the Buckets Way”.  We were collected by mini 

buses and then settled in our coach ready to head 

north.  First stop morning tea at a roadside rest area at 

Ourimbah where we enjoyed our cuppa  and a biscuit 

in  a very pleasant area, Peter always finds great stops 

for us. 

 

Our next stop was East Maitland Bowling Club for 

lunch, wow what a spread they put on -  lots of prawns 

for starters, some who shall remain nameless indulged 

in rather more prawns than others, good to see hearty 

appetites. Oh so many choices for main course and 

then there was desert very hard not to go back for 

seconds.  Fit to burst we waddled back to our coach 

and headed for Alderley Creek Winery through 

Paterson & Dungog a lovely town worth exploring 

some time, once at the winery Peter had to do some 

fancy manoeuvring to get our coach in the gates and 

parked - well done Peter!!  

 

There was a red & white wine to taste and home made 

ginger beer with cheese & biscuits, the day had turned 

out quite warm and after our huge lunch most were too 

full to indulge. 

 

Alderley is a working vineyard owned by John & 

Dianne Stephens.  Dianne gave us a tour of Alderley 

House which was built in 1833 originally as a Horse 

Station.  The property was used back then to breed the 

Waler- the horse ridden by the Australian Light Horse 

Regiments in the Second Boer War and World War 1 a 

most interesting stop. 

 

On now to our motel in Gloucester for the next 4 

nights.  After our evening meal some of us enjoyed 

playing cards & chess and for once the Phase 10 table 

didn‟t make the most noise – we must have been too 

sleepy.  All in all, a great first day.  

 

Day 2 – Pat Scott and Margaret Dixon 

 

We left our motel at 8.30 and followed Jeanette over to 

the museum where we browsed for a couple of hours.  

It was very interesting pondering and discovering lots 

of things our mum and dad had used.  We then had a 

tour of Gloucester with a local guide pointing out all 

the old buildings and homes.  We had a photo stop to 

take “Bucket‟s Mountains”.   

 

We left our guide and then proceeded to Hillview Herb 

Farm and had a delicious home made morning tea, 

followed by a talk on herbs and what they do.  A walk 

in the garden was then followed by lunch on the 

verandah , beautifully home cooked with a choice of 3 

dishes and a tasting of herb tea concluded the meal. 

 

We visited Trudgalong farm in the late afternoon 

where we saw a variety of fish farming, dog kennels, 

some Cashmere goats and kids and a Shetland pony.  

The owner, Linda, showed us the feeding of the fish in 

her ponds.  We enjoyed a BBQ dinner and entertained 

by a lovely young man.  An enjoyable day.  Pat Scott 

 

Many of the locals work in cottage industries.  The 

community works together to utilise each other‟s 

talents, expertise and passion for, not only themselves, 

but the tourist industry which they are all helping to 

expand.  Personality, humour and knowledge are a 

must in the tourist trade and they are able to 

recommend each other.  They didn‟t try to push us into 

buying products.  Gardeners in the group admired 

many private gardens on our walk, people were 

cheerful and laid back taking time to answer our 

questions.  Time and effort was put into morning teas, 

lunch and dinner, presentation was of a high standard, 

entertainment enjoyable.  Some of the group managed 

to sneak off to do their own thing; rummaging through 

book sales and op shops or treating themselves to a 

new piece of clothing – the boutiques and coffee shops 

were very tempting.  Margaret Dixon 

 

Day 3 – Ralph Snowball 

 

We began day 3 with a climb through the clouds to 

Copeland Tops and on to Rawden Vale to be met by a 

man on a horse in the middle of nowhere.  He was 

Nick Laure owner of Barrington Beef.  After giving us 



an informative talk on the local beef business and 

mining issues, we enjoyed a billy tea and cake under 

the bridge and beside the Kerripit River.  He gave us a 

demonstration of horse hobbling  for which Sue kindly 

volunteered . The family has been on this land for 155 

years;  the property stretches 15kms from one end to 

the other. 

 

 
 

 

We then travelled back to Gloucester through some 

spectacular scenery arriving at Billabong Park where 

we enjoyed a gourmet picnic lunch. With free time to 

explore, half the bus ended up at the charity book sale 

the rest visited the local shops and cafes. 

 

It was then off to the state of the art dairy farm owned 

by third generation farmers, Sally and Chris, where 

they showed us their property and milking machinery 

which processes their herd of 500 cows twice a day. 

 

After a quick trip to the local lookout and some time to 

freshen up it was back to Trudgalong Farm for our 5 

course dinner which used a wide range of local 

produce including local farmed fish and beef which 

was enjoyed by all.  After a singalong and poetry 

reading it was back on the bus for a quick trip to our 

motel. 

 

Day 4 –Bob Bee 

After bracing ourselves with another sumptuous 

breakfast, we drove south to the historic township of 

Stroud.  For „historic‟ read „quiet‟.  There we met our 

guide, Keith, who took is for a walking tour of the 

town, starting on the high Silo Hill where we‟d had our 

morning tea. 

Stroud had been established by the Australian 

Agricultural Company in 1826, using a one million 

pound fund raised in England.  With this they 

purchased 1 million acres of land in the Upper Hunter 

region. 

Silo Hill was so named after the eight large bottle 

shaped grain silos built under the top of the hill.  It 

seems they were never used.  Neither were the two 

imposing 60 pound cannons, each weighing 5 tons, 

pointing towards the Stroud mayor‟s house. 

Keith took us through Quambi House, a heritage listed 

two story building built as the AAC school house in 

1831. („Quambi‟ means „ place of shelter‟)  It is now 

used as a historical museum, but kept exactly as it was 

in the 1800s.  That means no electricity or running 

water, and an extremely steep set of internal stairs 

suitable only for mountain goats. 

After inspecting the very old tombstones in the 

Anglican Church cemetery, we searched the Book Sale 

on the veranda of the adjacent rectory, discovering 

many bargains. 

After raiding the wares on sale at the local craft shop, 

we reached the historic Stroud Court House where as 

many as could filled the seats of the Jury Box, 

Prosecution and Defence tables, the Prisoner‟s Box 

and the public seats.  Keith regaled us with stories of 

the trials held there. 

Down the street was a beautifully kept 6 bedroom 

house for sale.  The estate agent advised its going price 

was $650,000.  In Stroud? 

We enjoyed a very pleasant light lunch at the Baptist 

Church hall, served by the good ladies of the Ladies‟ 

Auxiliary, after which we relaxed on the bus (all that 

walking can be tiring) for the drive back to Gloucester. 

Back at the motel, some chose to have a nap while 

others set up tables outside to play cards to see out the 

afternoon.  Some chose to have a walk.  A sudden 

unexpected wind and thunderstorm soon had them all 

running for shelter.    Dinner that night was a lovely 

multi-course meal laid on by mine-hosts, with an 

entertaining Trivia game between the baked main 

course and scrummy dessert.  It was a great meal and 

evening to end our stay in Gloucester. 

 

Day 5 –– Ken Starkey 

Heavy fog shrouded the motel and village for our last 

morning at Gloucester.  Undaunted, Peter confidently 

navigated our coach through thick fog and drizzle up 

steep winding gravel roads and past swiftly running 

rivers and streams to our morning tea stop at “Devils 

Holes Lookout” on Barrington Tops.  The cloud had 

partly lifted by now to enable us to appreciate the 

Barrington vista from the lookout. 

From here it was another twisty gravel road down the 

other side of the range past the magnificent views at 

the “Dingo Gate” to Moonan Flat. 

It was a level road trip now past picturesque horse stud 

farms to Scone where most of us descended on the 

bistro at the Royal Hotel for refreshment and lunch. 

Our bellies fortified we now travelled down the New 

England Highway past the impressive Vietnam 

Veterans Garden Memorial at Muswellbrook and the 

massive open cut mines near Camberwell.  We then 

travelled through Singleton and Maitland to eventually 

link up with the freeway to begin a late afternoon dash 

to the Mount Annan Coach Terminus. 

From here the mini buses finally deposited us at home 

sweet home and our comfy recliners to reflect on the 

magnificent and enjoyable Probus holiday “Along the 

Buckets Way”. 



INTEREST GROUPS: 
 
Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland   

  

 
 

Painting by Sheila McAtamney 

 

 

Book Clunb – Pat Cranfield 

The book club met on Monday evening.  We are going 

to read The Great Gatsby and discuss it at the next 

meeting on Monday evening 16
th
 May. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Our boisterous bunch of Probus card players will 

descend on the Harrington Park Casino on Friday, 29
th
 

April commencing at 7pm.  New players are always 

welcome to a fun night.  Please bring a small plate of 

goodies for supper, and remember to jot your name 

down on the cards attendance sheet at the April 

meeting or contact Jeanette on 46479986. 

We are asking our card players for a yearly 

contribution of $5 on the night to replace cards and 

shufflers. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our last session went well with no disasters from the 

bleach.  The result wasn‟t as dramatic as expected, but 

maybe I should have checked the „use by‟ date on the 

bleach!  This month we will focus on cards for the men 

since we all seem to have male birthdays coming up. 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Our craft group get together on 1
st
 March continued 

with knitting squares and hand sewing.  We had an 

afternoon of fun.  The next Craft get together is on 

Tuesday, 5
th
 April and Tuesday, 19 April at 2pm. 

In April I will be teaching Crochet for the ladies who 

would like to learn … you will need to bring some 

wool and can use 8ply wool, hook size 4.00mm or 

4ply wool, hook size 350mm, so come along and learn 

it is fun.  If you do not wish to crochet just bring your 

normal knitting etc. 

 

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

We had a relaxing morning on the 25
th
, at the 

Llewellyn Oasis, in Ruse.  What a peaceful, shaded 

garden with water trickling into large ponds to 

encourage us to relax and enjoy, but also to appreciate 

the work that Pauline and David have carried out over 

many years. 

We are off to the Collector‟s Plant Fair at Bilpen on 

Saturday, 16
th
 April, then off to the Black Stump 

Natives, an Open Garden at Brownlow Hill in Camden 

on Sunday, 17
th
 April.  All welcome to join us. 

 

Happy Snappers - Ros Hodgins 

The meeting on 11
th
 March was spent looking at our 

Programme for the year.  Photographic terms and 

definitions were looked at and a variety of topics was 

discussed and selections made to provide a very 

interesting year. 

Photos for the Anniversary Dinner were also discussed 

and those who have not provided any yet are asked to 

do so ASAP. 

Our meeting for next week will start at 10am as usual 

in the Activity Centre.  You will be given your 

programme and then we will explore.  Bring walking 

shoes and camera gear as we are studying the Park 

Central Precinct to take photos of Birds/Insects/P‟s. 

On Friday, 29
th
 April we will be evaluating these 

photos and have a brief workshop on Editing for those 

who need a refresher. 

Happy Snapping! 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person  

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

Saturday, 9
th
 April is the Fabulous Food Trail with a 

visit to produce farms, orchards and outlets in the 

Macarthur region.  Meet at Quondong Visitors 

Information Centre for 8.45am departure.  Tour full 

Thursday, 28
th
 April tour of Sydney Town Hall and 

Queen Victoria Building.  Catch train from Leumeah 

Station at 8.53am. 

 

Restaurant Night:  Thursday, 27
th
 April 6.30pm at 

Campbelltown TAFE. 

 

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

 

Things to pay this month: 

Money due at the next meeting is for our April Coach 

trip which is our Bass & Flinders Cruise. 

Also the shows which Joyce has arranged. 

 

We have a few spots left on our Toowoomba and 

Tasmania Tours, if you have any friends who would be 



interested in coming with us let them know so we can 

include them on the tours. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

It was good to see so many people at our last meeting 

to enjoy Ray and Pat Cranfield sharing their 

experiences of 2 cruises in the Mediterranean.  Their 

trip took us from Istanbul to the Ukraine, then on to 

Greece, Malta, North Africa, Spain and Portugal, 

including many Greek and Roman historical sites.  An 

enjoyable night was had by all. 

 

Our next meeting will return to our usual third 

Wednesday of the month, Wednesday, 20
th

 April 

when Marian and Edna will tell us about their trip to 

Italy. 

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

During March we went to a fabulous show by John 

Williamson at the Catholic Club.  We also enjoyed 

dinner before the show.  We also went to see Dr. 

Zhivago at the Lyric Theatre after having lunch at the 

QVB in the city.  Both shows were great. 

May Theatre/Shows: 

The Good Old Days with Moments to Remember 

starring Julie Anthony and Simon Gallaher, Sydney 

Town Hall, Monday, May 2nd 2pm, $25 Pen $30 Sen. 

Mary Poppins – Capital Theatre Wednesday 11 May 

1pm (Full) 

See How They Run – Picton Theatre Group, Saturday 

Matinee 14 May at 2pm $15 p/p 

The Kings of Country – Campbelltown Catholic Club, 

Saturday, 21
st
 May 8pm $30 p/p 

The Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber, Lyric Theatre 

Star City, Sunday, 29 May 1pm (Full) 

June Theatre Shows 
Hairspray The Musical with a Heart as big as a 

beehive.  Lyric Theatre Star City Wednesday June 29
th
 

1pm $60 p/p (30 seats/16 minimum) 

 

BOOK SWAP  All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do. 

 

CALENDAR 
Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

Apr 1 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Apr 5 Craft with Mary 

Apr 5 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 8 Photography with Ros 

Apr 9 Fabulous Food Trail 

Apr 15 Coach Tour: Cruising the Georges River 

Apr 18 Craft with Mary 

Apr 20 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Apr 22 Gardening with Sue 

Apr 26 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Apr 27 Restaurant:  Campbelltown TAFE 6.30pm 

Apr 28 Walking Tour – Sydney Town Hall am / 

 QVB Building pm 

Apr 29 Photography with Ros 

Apr 29 Cards at Harrington Park 7.00pm 

May 2 The Good Old Days 2pm Matinee 

May 3 NO Craft with Mary 

May 6 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

May 10 Card Making with Marion 

May 11 Mary Poppins, Capitol Theatre 

May 13 Photography with Ros 

May 14 See How They Run, Picton Matinee 2pm 

May 18 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

May 20 Coach Tour: La Perouse & Bare Island 

May 21 Tour of Archibald Exhibition at NSW Art 

Gallery at 9.00am $10 

May 21 The Kings of Country, CCC 8pm 

May 24 Craft with Mary 

May 27 Gardening with Sue 

May 27 Club Birthday Dinner 

May 29 Andrew Lloyd Webber Music 

May 31 Bowls Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jun  3   Meeting @  Narellan Library 10.00am 

Jun 7    Craft with Mary 

Jun 7 Card Making with Marion 

Jun 9 Walking Tour: Garden Island Heritage Tour 

Jun 10 Photography with Ros 

Jun 15 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Jun 17 Coach Tour: David Parsons 

Jun 21 Craft with Mary 

Jun 24 Gardening with Sue 

Jun 24  Cards at Harrington Park 7.00pm 

Jun 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.15pm 

Jun 29 Hairspray, Lyric Theatre 1pm Matinee 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site 

http:/www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years  -   

 

10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:   Fri  1 April 2011 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri  6 May 2011 

      10am-12 noon 


